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Synopsis

A vibrant introduction to a quintessential American art form, Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic
History is the first undergraduate textbook that focuses solely on country music. Written by an
experienced teacher and renowned scholar of the genre, it offers a coherent narrative that explains
country music, its origins, its development, and its meaning from the first commercial recordings of
the 1920s up to the present. It highlights significant performers, songs, and institutions in country
music. It also considers key social, political, and musical issues that span many decades of
evolution within the genre.Each part of Country Music opens with an introduction that provides a
broad sense of the trends, context, and significant elements of country music during a specific
period. Each chapter offers three essential features within the narrative:* Artist Profiles provide a
close look at important figures in the history of country music, from country stars to songwriters to
industry personnel* Listening Guides connect specific recordings to the ideas presented in each
chapter; end-of-chapter playlists offer suggestions for further listening* Boxed essays offer in-depth
explorations of topics in seven categories: history, musical style, the music business, culture,
technology, songwriting, and issues of identityCountry Music concludes with three helpful
appendices on song form, country music instruments, and finding the recordings. A companion
website at www.oup.com/us/neal offers chapter summaries, questions for review, and web
links.Offering a thorough overview of a core part of American culture, this compelling and accessible
book is ideal as the main text for Country Music courses and as a supplement for courses in

American Music and American Popular Music.
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Customer Reviews

Good history of country music

| needed this book for my Music 211 class, the History of Country Music. | really enjoyed that class

as well as this book. This is one of the only college textbooks | will actually keep!

Interesting book.
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